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INTERFACINGS
5.	 Non-woven:  Non-woven interfacings are 

considered bonded fabrics. These interfacings 
created by thermally bonding or heat pressing 
crosslaid fibers into a finished fabric, giving 
cross-section stretch and recovery, have a 
look and feel similar to woven fabric. Non-
woven interfacings range from very fine/
transparent to firm, are available in colors and 
are engineered to combine well with light to 
medium weight fabric.

WEIGHT
Weight is a major factor for selecting interfacing.  
Weight refers to the texture, body, or drape of 
the interfacing fabric. The type and blend of fiber, 
and the amount and type of glue used create 
significant weight differences among interfacing 
fabrics.

Interfacing Type Color Finish Description

Weft – Polyester/Rayon 
Blend 1348

White and black Fusible Use for women’s wear front jacket applications 
and with dress-weight fabrics. Offers a soft, 
lightly resilient, round hand.

Non-woven – All purpose 
polyester/nylon 7927

White and charcoal Fusible Has the same properties of a woven such as 
grain, crossgrain and bias. Works well with 
almost any fabric, especially 100% rayon, 
shirting cottons, and blends. Gives a softer 
tailoring hand. Has special glue designed for 
rayon and other hard-to-fuse fabrics.

Tricot for knits 100% 
Nylon 4420

White and black Fusible Has a unique softness and drapability for a 
wide range of knit fabrics. It fuses easily and 
performs well on knit.  NOTE: Most knitted 
garment designs don’t require interfacing 
because they usually don’t have collars and the 
necklines are finished with ribbing or binding. 

100% Polyester tricot 
4091

White and black Fusible Made of very fine fibers in a non-stretch tricot 
weave and is soft, stable ad sheer. Designed for 
sheers, georgettes and very lightweight fabrics, 
and also a good choice for linens and silks. 

100% Woven cotton White and black Fusible An excellent woven fusible for light-weight  to 
medium-weight fabrics that can be used with 
a wide range of woven fabrics, including pure 
worsteds and blends. Not suitable for fine 
fabrics or 100% filament synthetics, such as 
acetate and nylon. Must be preshrunk.

STUDIO TIP: When cutting non-woven 
interfacing, all pattern pieces must be laid out, 
following the grainline, to ensure the fabric 
and interfacing perform in the same manner 
as woven fabric with regard to grainline, 
crossgrain, and bias.

GUIDE TO SELECTING INTERFACING
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INTERFACINGS
FUSIBLE vs. NON FUSIBLE
Non-fusible, or sew-in interfacing, is fabric 
without any glue. Non-fusible interfacing is 
available in a variety of color and weight. It is 
attached by machine basting or surging onto the 
fabric.  

Fusible interfacing has a heat sensitive adhesive 
on one side, which is pressed onto the fabric. 
Fusible interfacings react differently depending 
on the amount and type of glue distributed on 
the surface. For example, the number of glue 
dots and the size of the dots vary. A fine dot 
may be referred to as 30 mesh and a larger dot 
may be referred to as 17 mesh. The 30 mesh 
contains a larger but finer number of dots per 
inch, usually used with fine, light weight fabric. 
The 17 mesh has larger and fewer dots, and is 
usually used with heavier to medium weight 
fabrics. Widely spaced, large glue dots on some 
fusible interfacings may harden and spot the 
fashion fabric. Other glues react well with fabric, 
maintaining quality and adding the desired body 
to the finished garment. 

It is important to test fusible interfacing with a 
small piece of the fashion fabric.  Check to see 
if the interfacing is too stiff or rigid. Also, make 
sure that the glue does not show through the 
fabric surface.

PRESHRINKING INTERFACING
The fashion industry does not preshrink 
interfacing. All interfacing used used in the 
fashion industry includes polyester or nylon in the 
fiber content. This is to assure that no shrinkage 
of the interfacing within the finished garment. For 
easy reference, the interfacings listed in the chart 
on page 2 are from the fashion industry and do 
not need pre-shrinking. Therefore, preshrinking 
interfacing is not necessary if the selection 
guidelines recommended followed. Remember to 
always check the fiber content.

Preshrinking is recommended for all interfacing 
without polyester or nylon fibers. To preshrink 
interfacing, carefully fold in half, wrong side to 
wrong side, and place it in hot water for about 
20 minutes. Remove the interfacing from the 
water and lay it on a towel. Gently pat all excess 
water and place it on an airy, dry surface until it is 
thoroughly dry. For finished garments that will be 
dry cleaned, the interfacing can be steamed with 
the iron. Do not touch the iron to the interfacing 
fabric, as distortion may result.

STUDIO TIP:   BLOCK FUSING INTERFACING 
is the process of selecting all pattern 
pieces requiring interfacing.  Calculate the 
amount of yardage the interfacing pieces 
will require.  Precut this amount from the 
fashion fabric. Using the same amount of 
interfacing, steam and press the interfacing 
to the wrong side of the fashion fabric.  Cut 
the fabric and the interfacing at the same 
time.  The pieces will not distort.
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INTERFACINGS
ATTACHING FUSIBLE INTERFACING
Fusible interfacing is applied through the process of bonding/fusing. Most irons have a temperature 
range from cool to hot. If an iron is too hot, it may not fuse the interfacing. Test the iron temperature 
with a small swatch of the garment fabric and interfacing.

1 Cut the interfacing. Place the coated side of 
the interfacing piece to the wrong side of 

the garment area to be interfaced.
3 Clean finish the outer edge of the facing 

piece, if desired, by folding the edge of the 
garment detail over the interfacing. Use a small 
hand hemming stitch or machine, surge, or zig-
zag stitch to reduce bulk.

STUDIO TIP: If the interfacing does not adhere 
to the fabric, this means that there was not 
enough steam and pressure applied when 
pressing the interfacing to the fabric. Use a 
damp pressing cloth between the iron and the 
interfacing to create more steam. Or better 
yet, use a steam-generated iron. Continue 
to use the steam setting on the iron and add 
pressure. Heat and steam will melt the glue 
onto the fashion fabric. If the glue does not 
melt, the interfacing will not adhere to the 
garment.

2 Using a steam iron, press the interfacing to 
the fabric by lifting the iron and steaming 

a section at a time. If the interfacing does not 
adhere to the fabric, use a damp pressing cloth 
between the iron and the interfacing to create 
more steam. Continue to use the steam setting on 
the iron and add pressure.

STUDIO TIP: If the fabric has stiffened the finish 
of the garment pieces, the amount of glue is 
wrong for the fabric. Another interfacing should 
be selected with less glue.

1/4”
roll
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INTERFACINGS
ATTACHING NON-FUSIBLE INTERFACINGS
Non-fusible interfacing, or sew-in interfacing, is fabric without any glue that you attach by machine 
basting or surging it onto the garment.

1 Cut the interfacing. Pin the interfacing to 
the wrong side of the garment or facing, 

placing the edge of the interfacing along the 
outer edge of the garment section.

3 Machine or catch stitch the loose edge of 
the interfacing to the wrong side of the 

fabric if necessary.

2 Machine stitch -inch from the outer edge.

4 Clean finish the outer edge of the facing 
piece, if desired: 

First, fold the edge of the garment detail over •	
the interfacing. 
Then, use a small hand hemming stitch or •	
machine overlock/serge or zig-zag stitch to 
reduce bulk.

1/4”
roll
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